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Transmission congestion relief projects

Crid North Partners member utilities will be individually
constructing 19 transmission solutions to reduce
transmission congestion in the near-term for the broader
benefit of customers throughout the Upper Midwest.

These congestion relief projects can be implemented

in the 2023-2026 timeframe and will provide economic
savings in excess of costs. These savings will flow back
to electric customers and electric cooperative members
throughout the region. These solutions will also help
reduce congestion during the construction of MISO’s
Long Range Transmission Plan portfolio.

GOING FORWARD

The grid has served our customers well for the past century
and was planned and operated based on a system fully
reliant on centralized dispatchable generation. The Grid
North Partners member utilities will continue to identify
and implement short-term and long-term congestion
solutions that are economically justified, working with
policymakers and MISO to make changes. This work will help
us maintain reliable service, keep electric prices low, and
achieve clean energy goals for our customers and members.
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Q&A
What is transmission congestion?

Congestion is a limitation on the electric
transmission system, which prevents the
most economic generation, such as low-

cost renewable energy, from serving the
electricity to an area. When the transmission
system is unable to move electricity from the
most economic generation, market prices
rise and generators may need to be curtailed.

What causes transmission congestion?

In recent years, congestion has risen beyond
normal levels due to:

» Construction of new energy generation
resources outpacing the construction of
transmission

» Planned and unplanned system outages

» Generation being built in areas formerly
without generation

Is transmission congestion normal?

Some congestion on the transmission system
is normal. While transmission congestion

has been an increasingly noticeable issue

in certain areas of Minnesota over the

last several years, several improvements

have already been made. Eliminating all
congestion would require a significantly
overbuilt and costly transmission network.

In 2023, the Grid North Partners utilities identified
19 improvements that could be implemented
quickly to provide congestion relief.
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