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We want to hear from you. 
Contact us at www.capx2020.com or:
Fargo-St. Cloud-Monticello
Darrin Lahr, routing lead
Chezik, project manager 
1.866.876.2869
fargoinfo@capx2020.com 

Brookings County-Hampton
Dan Lesher, routing lead
Randy Fordice, 
communications specialist 
1.888.473.2279
brookingsinfo@capx2020.com 

Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse
Tom Hillstrom, routing lead
Chuck Thompson, 
Dairyland Power Cooperative
1.800.238.7968
lacrosseinfo@capx2020.com 

Bemidji-Grand Rapids
Bob Lindholm, routing lead
Cindy Kuismi, 
communications specialist
1.888.373.4113
bemidjiinfo@capx2020.com

Welcome to the first issue of
the CapX Quarterly, a quarterly
newsletter to inform and
update interested stakeholders
about CapX2020 project status
and milestones. 

Future issues of the CapX
Quarterly will primarily be dis-
tributed via e-mail. To continue
receiving the Quarterly, please
sign up on the project website
at www.capx2020.com. If you
do not have internet access,
please call 612.330.5701 to
receive a printed version. The
next issue will be distributed 
in January 2010.
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Bemidji-Grand Rapids 230 kV project
The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) unanimous-
ly approved the project’s Certificate of Need in July. The Route
Permit application is currently under review with a decision
expected in 2010.

The Office of Energy Security (OES) continues work on the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS); a draft EIS is expected 
in January 2010. Rural Utilities Service (RUS), a division of the
United States Department of Agriculture, is collecting federal
agency comments for incorporation into the EIS. Public meetings
on the document are tentatively scheduled for January 26-28,
2010, while public hearings presided over by an administrative
law judge are tentatively scheduled for February 8-10, 2010.
Meeting notices will be published in local newspapers.

Administrative Law Judge Eric Lipman has been assigned to the
contested case hearing. 

Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV project
A Route Permit application will be filed with the MN PUC in
December 2009, with a decision in early 2011. Once filed, 
notification letters will be mailed to landowners on preferred and
alternate routes; newsletters will be mailed to all landowners in
the project corridor. A Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity, a regulatory permit that combines need and routing,
will be filed with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
in 2010.

Public informational meetings were October 27 in Mazeppa with
state representative Steve Drazkowski (R-District 28B).



Monticello-St. Cloud 345 kV project
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Fargo-St. Cloud-Monticello 345 kV project

Fargo-St. Cloud
A Route Permit application for the Fargo-St. Cloud project 
was filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
(MN PUC) on October 1. Public environmental scoping meet-
ings will be hosted by the OES in early 2010. The meetings
will give the public an opportunity to suggest environmental
issues that should be included in the EIS as well as propose
additional route alternatives that may be studied as part 
of the project’s EIS. A 12-15 month regulatory process is
expected, with a decision in early 2011. The required North
Dakota regulatory documents will be filed in 2010.

Monticello-St. Cloud
The OES issued its EIS scoping decision on October 9 for the
Monticello-St. Cloud project. Sixty-four comments and four 
suggested route alternatives were received during the public 
scoping period in summer 2009. The map at right includes
the route options filed by the CapX2020 utilities as well as
the two route segments included by the OES (in yellow) for
study in the EIS. Public meetings on the draft EIS will be
scheduled for early 2010.

Legend

November 30
2-5 p.m. and 7-10 p.m.
Prairie’s Edge Casino
5616 Prairie’s Edge Lane
Granite Falls, MN 56241
December 1
1-5 p.m. and 7-10 p.m.
Best Western 
1500 E College Drive
Marshall, MN 56258
December 2
1-5 p.m. and 7-10 p.m. 
Redwood Area Community
Center
901 Cook Street
Redwood Falls, MN 56283

December 3
1-5 p.m. and 7-10 p.m.
Winthrop Veterans Club
206 N Main Street
Winthrop, MN 55396
December 7
1-5 p.m. and 7-10 p.m.
Brass Top Hall/Hog Wild
Saloon
514 Main Street
Henderson, MN 56044
December 8
1-5 p.m. and 7-10 p.m. 
Lonsdale American Legion
115 2nd Avenue SW
Lonsdale, MN 55046

Brookings County-Hampton 345 kV project

November 12
1-4 p.m. and 5-8 p.m.
Lonsdale American Legion
115 2nd Avenue SW
Lonsdale, MN 55046
November 13
1-4 p.m. and 5-8 p.m.
Holiday Inn
20800 Kenrick Avenue
Lakeville, MN 55044
November 16
1-4 p.m.
Prairie’s Edge Casino
5616 Prairie’s Edge Lane
Granite Falls, MN 56241

December 9
1-5 p.m. and 7-10 p.m.
Park Ballroom/American
Legion
300 Lexington Avenue
New Prague, MN 56071
December 10
1-5 p.m. and 7-10 p.m.
Holiday Inn
20800 Kenrick Avenue
Lakeville, MN 55044
December 11
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Holiday Inn
20800 Kenrick Avenue
Lakeville, MN 55044

Public meetings
The Minnesota Department of Commerce, Office of Energy
Security (OES) issued the project’s draft Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) on October 20. The public meet-
ings to discuss the document are scheduled as follows:

November 17
1-4 p.m. and 5-8 p.m.
Best Western
1500 E College Drive
Marshall, MN 56258
November 18
1-4 p.m. and 5-8 p.m.
Jackpot Junction Casino
39375 County Highway 24
Morton, MN 56270
November 19
5-8 p.m.
Brass Top Hall/Hog Wild
Saloon
514 Main Street
Henderson, MN 56044

Public and evidentiary hearings
Public and evidentiary hearings scheduled for November 30 through December 18 will give the public an opportunity 
to ask questions or provide comments on the proposed routes; Administrative Law Judge Richard Luis will preside over 
the hearings. A final decision on the Route Permit application is expected in spring 2010. The hearings are scheduled 
as follows:

December 15-18
Times TBD
MN PUC offices
121 7th Place E, Suite 350
Saint Paul, MN 55101


