
Foundation construction began in November on the Big Stone
South-Brookings County 345 kilovolt (kV) transmission project.
During a groundbreaking event in September, South Dakota
Governor Dennis Daugaard applauded the project saying, 
“I commend CapX2020 officials for undertaking the largest
development of new transmission in this part of the country 
in 40 years.” The new transmission line will run approximately
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70 miles between a new Big Stone South Substation near 
Big Stone City to the existing Brookings County Substation
about 10 miles northeast of Brookings. The Big Stone South-
Brookings County transmission line will ensure reliable and
affordable electric service in South Dakota, while also opening
up access to renewable energy. Construction is expected to be
complete in 2017. 

www.capx2020.com

Construction Kickoff

Speakers at the groundbreaking event stand in
front of a rebar cage which will be used to
build a foundation. Pictured from left to right:
Adam Sokolski, Iberdrola Renewables, Chris
Nelson, Chairman South Dakota, Public Utilities
Commission, U.S. Rep. Kristi Noem, U.S. Sen.
John Thune, Teresa Mogensen, Xcel Energy, Tim
Rogelstad, Otter Tail Power Company, Nick
Sershen, SD Wind Energy Association, Laura
McCarten, Xcel Energy.

Crews drill for a foundation near Milbank, S.D. A typical 345 kV drilled pier
foundation is eight to 11 feet in diameter and drilled 30 to 60 feet deep.

Twitter Chatter

Big Stone South-Brookings County Project



CapX2020 Project Status

The Big Stone South-Brookings County project includes

371 structures

About 33,000 cubic
yards of concrete

About 2 million
feet of conductor

90 MILES ENERGIZED

Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse Project
A major portion of the Hampton-Rochester-
La Crosse project is now in-service. State and
local officials, renewable energy advocates and
CapX2020 partners gathered in October to
celebrate 90 miles of the 345 kV transmission 
line being energized. The newly completed
segments stretch between Holmen, Wis. and Pine
Island, Minn., including 50 miles in Wisconsin, 
40 miles in Minnesota and two new substations. 

“Major transmission lines, like the CapX2020 project, are helping to
unlock the potential for a major build out of wind energy in the Midwest,
while also offering important reliability benefits for customers,” said
Chris Kunkle, a regional policy manager at Wind on the Wires. “By
providing increased access to cost-effective wind power, CapX2020 will
play a vital role in our region’s transition to a cleaner energy future.”



Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 
CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Construction is underway on the two remaining segments of the
Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse project. Foundations are nearly
complete, 50 percent of the steel poles are set and stringing of
conductor has begun for the new 345 kV transmission line
between Pine Island and Hampton. Construction of a second 
161 kV transmission line into the Rochester area is expected to be
complete in January, 2016. The 12-mile 161 kV line connects to
an existing substation northeast of the city, and will ensure electric
reliability for Rochester and the surrounding areas, helping to
meet regional energy policy goals, including renewable energy
mandates. The first CapX2020 161 kV line, which was energized in
2014, connects to a substation northwest of Rochester. The entire
project is expected to be energized in September, 2016.

Fargo-St. Cloud-Monticello
Final restoration work was completed in November, 2015
on the Fargo-St. Cloud-Monticello project. The final portion
of the 240-mile 345 kV transmission line was energized
April 2. 

Helicopters are being used at times for stringing and attaching components.

Brookings County-Hampton
The 250-mile 345 kV Brookings County-Hampton transmission line was
energized March 26. Crews finished construction on the 11-mile segment
in South Dakota on February 11. 

Even though the Brookings County-Hampton line was energized in full
in March, there were two segments of the line (totaling approximately
122 miles) where the installation of interphase spacers (IPS) had not
been completed. Crews continued their work and IPS installation was
completed on September 16. Interphase spacers can mitigate the risks
of wind and ice damage to transmission lines.

Thank you
On April 2, the CapX2020 utilities energized the Fargo-St. Cloud-Monticello transmission line as part of the largest electric 

grid expansion in the Upper Midwest in decades. This project is not only helping ensure continued reliable, affordable electric service 
to Minnesota, North Dakota and the surrounding region, it is also expanding access to renewable energy.

The CapX2020 utilities would like to extend our sincere appreciation to the property owners, businesses, 
local government leaders, environmental agencies and others who helped ensure the completion of this important project. 

In particular, we thank the property owners along the power line route for their gracious cooperation.

CapX2020 is a joint initiative of 11 utilities to expand and strengthen the electric grid in the region. 
We are proud of the contributions these projects are making and the people who made it possible.

Central Minnesota Municipal Power Agency • Dairyland Power Cooperative • Great River Energy • Minnesota Power • Minnkota Power Cooperative • Missouri River Energy Services
Otter Tail Power Company • Rochester Public Utilities • Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency • WPPI Energy • Xcel Energy
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Thank you advertisements were placed in local newspapers
along the Fargo-St. Cloud-Monticello project route. CapX2020

utilities would like to extend our sincere appreciation to
property owners, businesses, local government leaders and

others who helped ensure completion of this important
project. In particular, we thank the property owners along the

power line route for their gracious cooperation.



Central Minnesota Municipal Power Agency • Dairyland Power Cooperative • Great River Energy 

Minnesota Power • Minnkota Power Cooperative • Missouri River Energy Services • Otter Tail Power Company 

Rochester Public Utilities • Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency • WPPI Energy • Xcel Energy

About the CapX Quarterly
The CapX Quarterly is a quarterly newsletter to inform
and update interested stakeholders about CapX2020
project status and milestones. For more information
about CapX2020, please visit the project website at
www.capx2020.com.

The CapX Quarterly is primarily distributed via e-mail.
Sign up for future issues at www.capx2020.com. If you
do not have internet access, please call 612-330-5701
to receive a printed version (if you have previously called,
you will continue to receive the printed version).
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Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse
Grant Stevenson, Project Manager
Tim Lisson, Real Estate
1.800.238.7968
lacrosseinfo@capx2020.com 

Big Stone South-Brookings
County
Joe Samuel, Project Manager
Tom Hillstrom, Routing Lead
1.800.238.7968
bssinfo@capx2020.com

We want to hear from you. 
Contact us at www.capx2020.com or:

@capx2020

CapX QUARTERLY




